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DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY 
ST. LUCIA, BRISBANE 14th September, 1960 
Professor D. Hill, 
C/o Mrs . Rees, 
83 Albert Bridge 
BATTERSEA. 
Dear Dorothy, 
Road, 
London, S.W.11 
It is about time that I let you know of recent developments in this Department. 
I think about the time you were leaving I was busy 
with the preparation of estimates both for staff and equipment 
and, after considerable discussion and lobbying round the place, I submitted our requests. The equipment I asked for was, as you 
would expect, largely to try to catch up the leeway on the hard-
rock side, but of course quite a lot of material which was 
requested by Maxwell was also put on the list. From our discuss-ions with the Standing Committee it would appear that most of 
what we asked for is likely to come our way, but since then the Commonwealth Budget has come down with an indication of a severe 
cut (perhaps £2 million) on the amount which would be available 
to the University of Queensland. It would appear therefore 
that the wishes of the Standing Committee and of the Senate are 
not likely to be realised so far as equipment and staff are 
concerned. I will keep you informed of developments as I hear 
them. I am going to the Professorial Board this morning where 
I shall make enquiries of the position, and if anything further is available I will add a postscript to this letter. 
I have been active among the mining companies,particularly during the recent A.I.M.M. Conference at Mt. Isa in seeking support for a mass spectrometer which will be capable of doing isotope 
work for igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary problems. I am 
convinced that more and more of our fundamental geochemical studies 
will be in the fields of sedimentation and the metamorphic facies problem, so the instrument which I am seeking to procure (a Metropolitan Vickers MS.s/g. No.2) is capable of studying a 
compound either in the form of a gas or or a solid. This is the 
most suitable equipment for all-round isotope geological work. 
The cost is in the vicinity of £20,000, and from initial indications 
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~ I feel confident that is not beyond our reach. ,. 
You may care to spread this abroad in your travels 
mentioning of course the interest which we display in 
oxygen, carbon, silicon and calcium isotope studies, for 
these are clearly relevant to the development of soft-rock as 
well as hara-rock geology. 
A very important development has taken place in the 
Department which you may not yet have heard of. Out of the 
blue came a request from the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
ror information concerning the seismological stations throughout 
the world. It appears that this body has quite a number of 
valuable instruments which it proposes to give to selected 
seismic stations of proven value. The Queensland establishment 
is obviously in this category so I made special application for 
this assistance. At the same time I approached the Senate,via 
the Building and Grounds Comrnittee, to consider the shifting 
of the seismological station out to a more seismologically quiet 
area, for instance at Mt. Nebo. This would involve the erection 
of a new vault but at ·the same time it would release for my fell 
purpose for the development of mass spectrometry and other aspects 
of geology, the present vault. The Senate approved the expenditure (£6000) which would be involved in the proposed shifting, and I 
think this fact alone will probably ensure that the U.S. will be 
very happy to make the donation of the equipment to us. So at one 
stroke it would appear that we are getting the facilities in our 
own department for first-class geochemical work of value to all 
of us, because the vault at present occupied by the seismological 
station is absolutely ideal for the work which I have in mind. 
It is air-conditioned, has a photographic laboratory attached and 
is about the right size for development in these fields for 
several years. 
The other programme for building which I had in mind 
and which we discussed together was put up to the Building and 
Grounds Committee but after consider·able discussion it was 
decided that they would not approve of extensions in the fashion 
which I suggested partly because they could not justify the 
extensions on the same"format"as the present building; the 
ceilings are obviously uneconomically too high and the stone 
facings are too extravagant in the opinion of the Building and 
Grounds Committee. 
Mulholland suggested to me that it would probably be 
better received if a plan were drawn up to eventually build 
a separate building, i.e. it should be separated by some 15 or 
20 feet f'rom the existing stone building. This would run roughly 
E.-W. and would be built in brick, and it would be much cheaper 
f'or this construction than trying to mimic the pre-inflation 
structures. So you can see that the whole matter has been thrown into the melting pot and as yet I have not done much about 
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preparing tentative plans. I was so delighted over the 
seismograph development that I felt a further approach to the 
Building and Grounds Committee at this stage would only receive 
a negative response. 
Concerning staffing, you will remember that I asked for 
a geochemist, a mineralogist, a micropalaeontologist and 
another lecturer for this Department. We were very fortunate 
in having the first three put on the "A" list by the Professorial 
Board, and the fourth lecturer was put on the "B" list. Now in 
years past the normal policy has been that most of the "A" list 
are approved and one or two on the 11B" list come in for considerat-
ion if funds are available. This year, however, it was felt that 
early advertisement should take place for certain of the "A" 
positions so that there would be a chance that these people would 
be ready to take up duty at the beginning of the new year. The 
first two positions, namely Senior Lecturer in Geochemistry and 
Lecturer in Mineralogy were in this category and have subsequently 
been advertised in Britain, South Africa, America and of course 
Australasia. Final approval for advertisement of the palaeontolog-
ical position has not been given, and since the original allocation 
of the "A" category was made, the Federal Budget has been announced 
and we are worried about whether in fact we will obtain arl of' the 
liA11 category positions. You can rest assured however that I will 
leave no stone unturned to get the staf'f' which I have requested, 
if' this is at all possible. As soon as I get approval for the 
palaeontological position I will immediately contact you seeking 
advice as to the type of' advertisement, namely the qualifications 
of the person concerned. We are keeping our fingers crossed 
here hoping we will not have to lose this position in view of 
the f'inancial stringency. 
We have had some enquiries for the geochemical position 
which will be of' mutual interest. One fellow, Dr. S.R. Taylor of' 
South Africa is of world calibre in the field of' trace-element 
studies in hard-rock and soft-rock environment, and would make an 
exceedingly valuable contribution to the geology in this State 
if he is given the position. He hadput in for the petrology 
position, but hearing of the geochemical one, has asked that his 
application be transferred to that. There are several weeks yet 
before applications close for the geochemist and mineralogist, so 
you may be able to interest folk abroad,if you have the opportunity. 
I enclose particulars relating to these two positions. 
The Townsville position is causing us considerable 
concern. We had a meeting yesterday to consider the applications, 
and of' the 13 or 14 folk who applied we considered that none was 
of sufficient merit to cope with the situation in Townsville. 
This was only a preliminary meeting of th~ Stanai?!!: Committee 
because as yet we have not received references for some of the 
candidates and finality has been postponed for several weeks while 
we make some negotiations with other folk who may well become 
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interested in the Townsville post. Some of the fellows who have 
applied are extreme specialists and while they would be very 
useful men in the Townsville area as the school develops would 
not be of the type both in personality and general interest who 
could retain the respect of the engineering and mining groups 
for which the College was originally set up. 
You will be interested to know, however, that there has 
been considerable broadening of the concept for Townsville, and 
some Arts subjects have now been included for the first year . 
Moreover, it has been agreed to begin second year teaching in 1962. 
This will mean that for 1962 we will be required to appoint 
another lecturer to cope with the breadth of the course which 
must inevitably develop. I personally feel that we are hurrying 
too much in this Townsville matter, but since we have been 
committed to it we must endeavour to make the school as strong as 
possible, for we can do nothing else if the Brisbane school is 
to be linked with Townsville . 
The filling of Gradwell' s position has not yet talrnn 
place. ~e are currently seeking referees ' reports for the 
candidates. None of these are of very senior status, but there 
is some very good material amongst the applicants , and we may 
have to appoint someone at a higher lecturer's grade rather 
than at Senior Lecturer, but I have not finally decided on the 
best move as yet. 
The matter of the librarian is causing considerable 
concern. It appears that the person who was appointed is 
completely inadequate for the task. I have discussed what we 
can do with Harrison Bryan and it is likely that we will have 
to find someone else at the end of the probation period. 
Harrison Bryan is perfectly aware of the situation and is giving 
us sympatlje tic help , and I will let you know of developments 
as soon as there is anything definite to report . 
I think this is about all that I have time to dictate 
now. You will no doubt hear snippets of other things from time 
to time . The Department seems to be working smoothly and I am 
gradually getti ng baok ·jn t o tb ingpA:i,.a-the State. 
I had a most interesting trip in the August V9.cation when 
travelling across the artesian basin by car to Mt. Isa, thence to 
Townsville and south along the coast to Brisbane. This has helped 
a lot in getting into perspective some of the geological problems 
of this interesting State . 
I hope your travels are proceeding well and are up to 
your expectations. We are looking forward to hearing from you 
when you can sneak enough time in between your busy series of P. excursions. rf /~ ~~ /~ With best wishes • 
. rv,f-  tJ-~~. _ Yours ~¾_ncerely , . A 
· ~ A11an /~ 
